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Welcome to Advanced Placement Psychology 
 

The AP Psychology course introduces students to the systematic and scientific study of 
human behavior and mental processes.  While considering the psychologists and studies that 
have shaped the field, students explore and apply psychological theories, key concepts, and 
phenomena associated with such topics as the biological bases of behavior, sensation and 
perception, learning and cognition, motivation, developmental psychology, testing and 
individual differences, treatment of abnormal behavior, and social psychology. Throughout the 
course, students employ psychological research methods, including ethical considerations, as 
they use the scientific method, evaluate claims and evidence, and effectively communicate 
ideas. 

This summer assignment is designed to “jump start” the course and allow for a more 
reasonable pace during the semester. The purpose of this assignment is to allow you to enter 
the course with some prior knowledge, and at the same time, give you an idea of what the class 
workload will be like over the course of the year. The more thought and effort that you apply to 
this assignment, the better prepared you will be for this course, and ultimately, for the AP test 
in May. There will be questions on the AP Exam in May based on some of the material from this 
summer assignment. This assignment will be due upon entering my classroom in 
August/January. Late work will be allowed within a 3 day window from the deadline and will 
be deducted from the total points by 10%, 20%, and 30% respectively.   

Advanced Placement Psychology will be challenging, but I hope it will also be beneficial 
as you begin to prepare for college, and maybe even a little fun! If you run into any problems 
while completing your summer assignment or any questions arise, please contact Mr. Maxwell 
Suitt at msuitt@stcharles.k12.la.us 

 

Readings Include 

 

Slater, Lauren. Opening Skinners Box: Great Psychological Experiments of the Twentieth Century. W.W. 

Norton, 2005. 

mailto:msuitt@stcharles.k12.la.us
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 You will read seven chapters of this nonfiction book. Each chapter presents the research 

of a major psychologist, along with the background and controversial issues involved in 

her/his work.  You may obtain a copy from me or search for an electronic copy on the web. 

Scholarly and Critical Articles  

 You will read six scholarly and/or critical articles. These are required for specific questions and 

essays.  The hyperlinks are provided for you. 

Milgram, Stanley, THE PERILS OF OBEDIENCE , Harper's, 247:1483 (1973:Dec.) p.62 

https://is.muni.cz/el/1423/podzim2013/PSY268/um/43422262/Milgram_-_perils_of_obediance.pdf 

“Obedience to Authority, by Stanley Milgram.” Commentary, 

www.commentarymagazine.com/articles/obedience-to-authority-by-stanley-milgram/. 

https://www.commentarymagazine.com/articles/obedience-to-authority-by-stanley-milgram/ 

Resources: Database: Philip Meyer, "If Hitler Asked You to Electrocute a Stranger, Would You? Probably" 

Esquire (1970), www.learntoquestion.com/resources/database/archives/000820.html. 

http://www.learntoquestion.com/resources/database/archives/000820.html 

Issue 3 Classic Dialogue: Was Stanley Milgram’s Study of Obedience Unethical? 

file:///C:/Users/msuitt/Downloads/baumrind_and_milgram.pdf 

Jaffe, Eric. “Opening Skinner's Box Causes Controversy.” Association for Psychological Science, 

www.psychologicalscience.org/observer/opening-skinners-box-causes-controversy. 

https://www.psychologicalscience.org/observer/opening-skinners-box-causes-controversy 

Singer, Peter. “Adventures of the White Coat People.” The New York Times, The New York Times, 28 

Mar. 2004, www.nytimes.com/2004/03/28/books/adventures-of-the-white-coat-people.html. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2004/03/28/books/adventures-of-the-white-coat-people.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://is.muni.cz/el/1423/podzim2013/PSY268/um/43422262/Milgram_-_perils_of_obediance.pdf
https://www.commentarymagazine.com/articles/obedience-to-authority-by-stanley-milgram/
http://www.learntoquestion.com/resources/database/archives/000820.html
file:///C:/Users/msuitt/Downloads/baumrind_and_milgram.pdf
https://www.psychologicalscience.org/observer/opening-skinners-box-causes-controversy
https://www.nytimes.com/2004/03/28/books/adventures-of-the-white-coat-people.html
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Chapter 3 On Being Sane in Insane Places:   

Experimenting with Psychiatric Diagnosis 

 
Part A:  Questions and Answers 

Answer the following in complete sentences and in no less than one paragraph. 

1) On page 72, Slater gives a quote from a psychiatrist who was upset about Rosenhan’s 

experiment (it begins “Most physicians do not assume that patients who seek help are liars…”). 

Explain this quote in your own words.  

2) Based on Lauren Slater’s experience, do you think that psychiatrists have become more accurate 

at diagnosing mental illness? 

Part B:  Essay 

Summarize what happened in Rosenhan’s experiment, then spend several paragraphs discussing your 

own answer to this critical question:  

How reliable do you think psychological diagnosis is today?  

Guidance for the Essay 

 Write for an audience who is NOT in our class. That means you’ll need to spend some time 

summarizing key ideas, defining any terms that might be unfamiliar, choosing short quotes from 

the original reading to help your reader get a sense of what the author was talking about. 

 I’d like you to include details, examples, quotes from the reading to help you develop your 

response to the question.  

 Talk about complexities – for example, think about not only what Rosenhan says, but also what 

his critics say.  

 Take the time to proofread after you’ve written your essay. Think about the kinds of mistakes 

you know you tend to make (like the spelling of words that sound the same) and watch out for 

those. 

Chapter 6 Monkey Love: Harry Harlow’s Primates 

& Chapter 7 Rat Park:  The Radical Addiction Experiment 
  

Part A:  Questions and Answers 

Answer five of the following questions (your choice) in complete sentences and in no less than one 

paragraph. 

1) In his experiment, Alexander found that caged, isolated rats used the morphine water up to 

sixteen times more than the rats in Rat Park. How does he explain this – in other words, why 

does he think this happened?  

2) Slater summarizes the meaning of the Rat Park experiments like this: “Rats and humans pick up 

the proverbial pipe and put it back down, no problem. And when they don’t put it back down, 

it’s not because there’s something inherently irresistible about the substance, but because the 
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particular set of circumstances the mammal finds itself in offers no better alternatives than such 

destructive snacking” (169). In your own words, explain the meaning of this quote. Use details 

from Alexander’s experiment to support your answer.  

3) Slater’s husband uses drugs regularly. She warns him that he’s going to get addicted, and he 

replies, “You know the REAL research, Lauren. I’m in a colony, not in a cage” (Slater 172). Explain 

his meaning here.  

4) In your own words, explain the point Slater is making in the section where she talks about Rat 

Park being a “perfect environment” (178).  

5) In your own words, explain the concept of “contact comfort.” Then, describe how Harlow’s 

experiments with monkeys led him to come up with this idea.  

6) What happened to the monkeys raised with the terry-cloth surrogate “mother” when they grew 

up? According to Harlow, why did this happen?  

7) In your own words, explain the animal rights argument that “the use of animals in research 

delivers very little valid information” (149). Be sure to summarize some of the evidence activists 

use to support this argument. 

Part B:  Essay  

Choose one of the following 

1.) What causes addiction? Chapter 7 features a debate on what causes addiction. Alexander argues that 

drug addiction is not caused by physical dependence; instead, he says, it is a “way of adapting to difficult 

circumstances” (Slater 161). Other addiction researchers argue that drug addiction is a physical response 

to the chemicals in drugs (see Slater 162-165). Where do you stand?  

2.) Were Harry Harlow’s experiments on monkeys ethical? Harlow’s research taught us a lot about the 

nature of attachment and what infants need. But in the process, he did a lot of damage to the monkeys 

in his experiments. Do you think his research was ethical? Do the benefits (knowledge) outweigh the 

costs (harm to living creatures)?  

Things to Shoot For:  

 Show that you have carefully read chapter 6 or 7 and that you have fully digested and 

considered the different viewpoints and evidence on all sides of the debate. Feel free to also 

include other sources (memoir, outside research).  

 Show you are really thinking about the topic – these are complex questions, so don’t settle for 

easy answers. And don’t feel that you have to take an either-or position – for example, you 

might argue that addiction is a combination of physical and psychological factors, or that some 

of Harlow’s experiments were ethical but others were not. Just make sure you state your own 

position clearly and explain why you think it.  

 Write so that someone not in our class could understand it. Assume your audience has not read 

our book. That means you’ll need to briefly summarize key ideas/information and explain any 

unfamiliar terms.  

 Write at least 2 complete pages, typed, 12 point font, double-spaced, 1.25-inch margins 
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Chapter 2  Obscura:  Stanley Milgram and Obedience to Authority & 

Chapter 4 In the Unlikely Event of a Water Landing:  Darley and Latane’s Training 

Manual—A five-Stage Approach 
 

Scholarly and Critical Articles  

Milgram, Stanley, THE PERILS OF OBEDIENCE , Harper's, 247:1483 (1973:Dec.) p.62 

https://is.muni.cz/el/1423/podzim2013/PSY268/um/43422262/Milgram_-_perils_of_obediance.pdf 

“Obedience to Authority, by Stanley Milgram.” Commentary, 

www.commentarymagazine.com/articles/obedience-to-authority-by-stanley-milgram/. 

https://www.commentarymagazine.com/articles/obedience-to-authority-by-stanley-milgram/ 

Resources: Database: Philip Meyer, "If Hitler Asked You to Electrocute a Stranger, Would You? Probably" 

Esquire (1970), www.learntoquestion.com/resources/database/archives/000820.html. 

http://www.learntoquestion.com/resources/database/archives/000820.html 

Issue 3 Classic Dialogue: Was Stanley Milgram’s Study of Obedience Unethical? 

file:///C:/Users/msuitt/Downloads/baumrind_and_milgram.pdf 

Part A:  Questions and Answers 

Answer five of the following questions (your choice) in complete sentences and in no less than one 

paragraph. 

1) Milgram writes, “For a person to feel responsible for his actions, he must sense that the behavior has 

flowed from ‘the self.’ In the situation we have studied, subjects have precisely the opposite view of 

their actions – namely, they see them as originating in the motives of some other person” (180). In your 

own words, explain what Milgram means here. Use details from the experiment in your explanation.  

2) Milgram did several variations on his original experiment. In some of these experiments, he found 

that people’s levels of obedience went down. Describe three situations in which research participants 

were less likely to follow the experimenter’s orders.  

3) What does Richard Herrnstein think about the fact that Milgram deceived his participants?  

4) In your own words, summarize two criticisms Diana Baumrind makes of Milgram’s experiments.  

5) In his review of Milgram’s work, Philip Meyer writes, “it is quite possible that if everyone felt 

responsible for each of the ultimate consequences of his own tiny contributions to complex chains of 

events, then society simply would not work” (196). Explain what he means here, and come up with 1-2 

examples of your own to illustrate this idea.  

6) In your own words, explain the concept of “diffusion of responsibility” and how it relates to the Kitty 

Genovese murder.  

https://is.muni.cz/el/1423/podzim2013/PSY268/um/43422262/Milgram_-_perils_of_obediance.pdf
https://www.commentarymagazine.com/articles/obedience-to-authority-by-stanley-milgram/
http://www.learntoquestion.com/resources/database/archives/000820.html
file:///C:/Users/msuitt/Downloads/baumrind_and_milgram.pdf
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7) In your own words, explain the concept of “social cueing” and how it relates to Darley and Latane’s 

experiment in which smoke came into the room. 

Part B:  Essay  

Choose one of the following 

Option 1  

When you consider the experiments described in “The Perils of Obedience,” would you say that these 

were good experiments? Yes? No? Somewhat? And why do you see it like you do? (Your answer should 

be summarized in your thesis statement in your introduction.)  

In your essay, be sure to discuss the major elements of the ethics debate about Milgram. These are:  

 Whether his deception of subjects was ethical 

 Whether subjects were harmed 

 Whether his findings were significant 

 Whether his experiments really tell us about real-world human behavior (think about 

Baumrind’s claim that people were more obedient because they were in an unfamiliar lab 

setting)  

Also, make sure that you:  

 Support your argument with relevant ideas, information, and quotes from Milgram  

 Support your argument with relevant ideas, information, and quotes from the two reviews 

(Herrnstein, Baumrind)  

 Discuss evidence that contradicts your argument from at least one of the reviews -- in this part 

of your essay, you’ll neutrally summarize the person’s point, then explain what you think of this 

evidence (Do you disagree? Do you acknowledge that it has some merit, but still hold on to your 

original position?).  

Option 2  

Some people believe that it is human nature to be cruel to others. These people might argue that this 

cruelty is why Milgram’s subjects acted as they did, and why no one helped Kitty Genovese. Do you 

accept this explanation of human psychology? Yes? No? Somewhat? And why do you see it like you do? 

In coming up with your own position on this issue, I encourage you to think about all that you’ve learned 

about the Milgram experiment AND the ideas in Slater chapter 4. Consider the grey areas, rather than 

arguing strictly on one side or the other. Instead of saying YES we are cruel, or NO we are not, try to 

come up with a more complex answer to explain human behavior.  

In your essay, be sure to include: 

 Support for your argument with relevant ideas, information, and quotes from Milgram  

 Support for your argument with relevant ideas, information, and quotes from  chapter 4  

 Evidence that contradicts your argument from Milgram and/or chapter 4 -- in this part of your 

essay, you’ll need to explain what you think of this evidence (Do you disagree? Do you 
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acknowledge that it has some merit?) and discuss why this evidence does not cause you to 

abandon your own position.    

Things to Shoot For:  

 Show that you have carefully read the texts from this unit, and that you have fully digested and 

considered the different viewpoints and evidence. Feel free to also include outside research.  

 Show you are really thinking about the topic – these are complex questions, so don’t settle for 

easy answers. And don’t feel that you have to take an either-or position.  

 Write so that someone not in our class could understand it. Assume your audience has not read 

these texts. That means you’ll need to briefly summarize key ideas/information and explain any 

unfamiliar terms.  

 If you use the exact words from something you’ve read, be sure to put those inside “quotes” in 

your essay, so that readers know you’ve borrowed another writer’s wording.  

 Write at least 2 complete pages, typed, 12 point font, double-spaced, 1.25-inch margins. 

 

Chapter 5 Quieting the Mind: The Experiments of Leon Festinger &  

Chapter 8 Lost in the Mall:  The False Memory Experiment 

 
Part A:  Questions and Answers 

Answer five of the following questions (your choice) in complete sentences and in no less than one 

paragraph. 

1) According to psychologist Leon Festinger, why did members of the Sananda cult do so many

  media interviews after the flood prophesy did not come true?  

2) Explain the “cognitive dissonance” Slater experiences when she sees oil running down the  

statue’s face at the Santos home.  

3) Slater writes that Linda Santos is “a walking talking epitome of rationalization” (118). Explain

  what she means by this, using details from the chapter.  

4) Slater summarizes Festinger’s research like this: “We spend our lives paying attention only to

  information that is consonant with our beliefs, we surround ourselves with people who will  

support our beliefs, and we ignore contradictory information that might cause us to question  

what we have built” (121). Explain this quote in your own words with an example from the  

chapter.  

5) Summarize the “Lost in the Mall” experiment and its major finding.  

6) Explain how Paul Ingram’s story connects to Loftus’ point that memory is “suggestible.”    

7) Explain Loftus’ view on whether “repression” exists and how she uses Holocaust and plane 

crash  survivors to support this view.  
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Part B:  Essay  

Choose one of the following 

Option 1  

Should “recovered memories” be allowed as evidence in a criminal case? To build your argument, I want 

you to “mine” the ideas/information from chapter 8. Inside this essay, be sure to carefully consider the 

evidence on all sides regarding whether traumatic memories can really be “repressed” and then 

“recovered” years later (Loftus questions this, citing the examples of holocaust and plane crash 

survivors; while the Brown University professor provides numerous cases where he says recovered 

memories were corroborated.) If you argue that recovered memories should be used in some cases, be 

sure to discuss things you think courts can do to safeguard against the limitations of memory.  

Option 2  

B. F. Skinner argues that the idea of free will is an American myth. He says that we may think that we 

choose our own actions based on our own individual feelings and beliefs, but that instead, everything 

we do is “conditioned” by the rewards and punishments of our external environments. In this way, he 

argues, we are just like the animals in his experiments, who were conditioned to press levers, play ping 

pong, and perform other actions. Do you accept Skinner’s argument? Why/why not? In building your 

own argument, I want you to do a little background research on the meaning of “free will,” AND link in 

at least two other chapters from Slater’s book. For example, does the evidence in chapter 7 suggest that 

we DO have free will to use substances like drugs/alcohol, or that our actions are actually 

“conditioned”? Does the Milgram experiment seem to support “free will” or “conditioning” as the 

source of our actions? How about Darley and Latane’s experiments (seizure experiment, smoke 

experiment) – free will, conditioning, a little of both?  

Option 3  

Here, you have more freedom to define your own topic. The overall focus is to answer the question: 

What connection do you see between the ideas of any of the last three chapters we have read (8, 5, and 

1)? Your thesis should make a statement about something you have learned about human psychology, 

and your essay will support/develop this idea with information and ideas from at least two chapters. 

You should also spend some time talking about the significance of this idea – in other words, why does it 

matter?  

Things to Shoot For:  

 Show that you have carefully read the texts from this unit, and that you have fully digested and 

considered the different viewpoints and evidence. Feel free to also include outside research.  

 Show you are really thinking about the topic – these are complex questions, so don’t settle for 

easy answers. And don’t feel that you have to take an either-or position.  

 Write so that someone not in our class could understand it. Assume your audience has not read 

these texts. That means you’ll need to briefly summarize key ideas/information and explain any 

unfamiliar terms.  
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 Paraphrase and quote skillfully. This means: o When you put something in your own words, the 

author’s meaning remains true but your sentences and words are significantly different (not just 

a few words changed)  

o Use “quotation marks” when including an author’s exact words  

o Give the page # inside parentheses after a quote: Milgram writes, “yadda yadda 

obedience yadda yadda” (178).  

o Use your critical voice to lead into quotes & tell your reader who you’re quoting o Use 

your critical voice after a quote to explain how the quote connects to your own point  

 Include an MLA format “Works Cited” page at the end of your essay, giving information about 

the different sources you used, especially if you are using outside research besides the Slater 

book. For information about how to do this, see the DHS Library --  

 Write at least 2 complete pages, typed, 12 point font, double-spaced, 1.25-inch margins 

Critical Evaluation of Opening Skinner’s Box 

Scholarly and Critical Articles  

Jaffe, Eric. “Opening Skinner's Box Causes Controversy.” Association for Psychological Science, 

www.psychologicalscience.org/observer/opening-skinners-box-causes-controversy. 

https://www.psychologicalscience.org/observer/opening-skinners-box-causes-controversy 

Singer, Peter. “Adventures of the White Coat People.” The New York Times, The New York Times, 28 

Mar. 2004, www.nytimes.com/2004/03/28/books/adventures-of-the-white-coat-people.html. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2004/03/28/books/adventures-of-the-white-coat-people.html 

The purpose of this essay is to persuade a group of psychology teachers about whether they

 should ‐‐ or  should not ‐‐ use Slater’s book in an AP Psychology class in the future. Is this 

a good book to use in a class  like this? Why/why not?   

In your essay, I’d like you to include a discussion of the following sub‐topics:  

1) Examples of parts of the book that you thought were particularly strong (interesting, 

well‐ written, important) and examples of parts of the book you thought were weaker  

2) At least one point from the either of the two handouts I gave you in class: o The 

review by the “Association for Psychological Science”  o The review by the “New York 

Times” In this part, you should summarize the point from the article and then discuss 

whether you  agree or disagree with it  

3) A discussion of whether this book was a good tool to use to help you develop mastery

 as an  academic reader/writer/critical thinker – did reading, discussing, and writing 

about this book  help you strengthen your skills? Describe with specific examples.  

4) If you do recommend using this book, do you have suggestions for teachers about how

 they  might use it in class (sample class activities, guidance they might provide, 

assignments)?  

 

https://www.psychologicalscience.org/observer/opening-skinners-box-causes-controversy
https://www.nytimes.com/2004/03/28/books/adventures-of-the-white-coat-people.html
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Make sure you organize your essay well: 

 It should have an introduction 

 A clear thesis statement  summing up your overall position 

 Paragraphs that have a clear central focus 

 A conclusion that  wraps up your discussion.   

 Take the time to reread and proofread for the common errors you tend to make. 

Frequently Asked Questions about the Summer Assignment and the AP 
Psychology Class in General: 
 

1. How long do the answers have to be to the chapter questions? 
You must respond completely to the question in your own words. This will in 

many cases require at least a paragraph. 
2. What do you mean by “paragraph”? 

The expectation for this class is that a paragraph should be 5-10 sentences, 
which is approximately 150 words. The paragraph must include a topic sentence (the 
main idea), lots of evidence or supporting details, and a clincher or summarizing closing 
statement. 

3. I’m really not much of a reader. The idea of reading seven chapters and writing a few 
essays during my summer vacation is overwhelming. I’m thinking of dropping the 
course so I don’t have to do this. What do you think? 

Do you plan to go to college? If so, at some point you will need to read books, 
like this, probably several at a time, you might as well learn HOW to do it now. In AP 
Psychology you will have the opportunity to complete college level work within the 
structure of a high school setting. That means, you will be taught the process of critical 
reading and analysis. Having those skills will enable you to start college with a strong 
foundation. If you get to college and don’t know how to do those things, it will be “sink 
or swim”. When you read a book in college, no one will break it down for you by 
providing guided questions as has been done here. That’s one example of what is meant 
by doing “college level work within the structure of high school.” 

4. Okay, I’ve read the material and I understand what the author is saying but I don’t 
know how to put the answers to the questions in my own words. Can I just copy the 
answers from the place in the text where I got the information? 

That’s called plagiarism. It’s alright to quote from the text, but you also need to 
explain in your own words what the author means, or why you chose to answer it that 
way. If you lift direct words from the text they must be documented. If you simply 
parrot the author’s words, it provides no evidence that you have interacted with the 
material and achieved any level of analysis. It’s not just enough to match the question to 
a particular page; you must be able to do something with this information on a higher 
level than simple comprehension. This is an individual assignment that is to be completed 
entirely on your own. Any assignments that are found to be copied from another student 
will NOT be accepted and will receive a grade of a ZERO as per the Destrehan High School 
Advanced Studies Integrity Policy.  
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5. I am worried about my GPA. I think I can get a higher grade in a non-AP course. 
You probably can, but remember that colleges look with scrutiny at your 

application. Grades are only one part of the total picture. Admissions officers prefer to 
see that students have chosen to challenge themselves at the highest level at which 
they can be successful. You will be competing with lots of other kids who have chosen 
AP levels of courses. By taking yourself out of that level of competition, you have 
weakened your chances of admission. AP courses continue to be on the rise. More and 
more students are taking AP classes; it is becoming the norm for students to enter good 
colleges with some AP credit. 

 


